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we may be obliged to fight hereafter. Some think it lawful to go to war to 
avenge a past wrong, and some to anticipate a future danger. 

'Sow, what is curious enough, when any actual event comes to test the val- 
ue of the ' general principle' which all profess to hold, eaeh one is sure to 
find in that event his own particular exception. Alas ! for those who place 
much trust in the men who hold a principle with an exception. They are 
sure to fail them in the very hour of need, like ' the bruised reed, on which, 
if a man lean, it will go into his hand and pierce it.' What avail eloquent 
pictures of the horrors of war, and loud declarations in favour of peace, in 
which we may indulge when the weather is fine, and the heavens are cloud- 
less and serene, if when the storm begins to lower, all our abstract declama- 
tions are ' whistled down the wind,' as in no way practically binding upon 
us in the hour of trial ? — London Herald of Peace. 



MATTERS REQUIRING IMMEDIATE ATTENTION. 

Our friends are aware that December is the middle of our Society's official 
and financial year ; and we invite their special consideration of a few practical 
things that need to be attended to in the course of this month. We earnestly 
hope they will at once give their attention to these matters, decide what ought 
to be done, and then be sure to do it in season. 

STIPULATED ARBITRATION. 

Petitions to Congress. — The only way to secure this important measure, 
as a permanent substitute for war, in our treaties with all nations that are in 
official intercourse with us, is to persist in our applications to our rulers for it, 
and in simultaneous efforts to influence the public mind more and more in its 
favor. Our Society will renew its petition to Congress; and we invite our 
friends in different parts of the country to co-operate with us by sending from 
their respective places, with as little delay as possible, a petition like the fol- 
lowing to each House. It can be easily copied ; and every signer should put his 
name to iwo petitions, one for the Senate, and one for the House of Represen- 
tatives ; the former to be sent to one of your own Senators, or to the Hon. 
Charles Sumner, and the latter to the Representative from your own district, 
or to the Hon. James Meacham, member of the House from Vermont. Bet- 
ter, if there is no special objection, send to your own Senator and Representative. 

Form of Petition. — To the Senate and House of Representatives in Con- 
gress assembled : 

The undersigned, legal voters in and State of respectfully pe- 

tition your Honorable Bodies to take such action as you may deem best to secure, 
in our treaties with all nations with whom we have intercourse, a provision for 
referring to the decision of umpires, all misunderstandings that camiot be satis- 
factorily adjusted by amicable negotiation. 

An object like this can be gained only by wide and long-continued discus- 
sion. Such discussion we cannot get in an effective form without making the 
subject a matter of debate in Congress. Well does one of our best and wisest 
friends say on this point, " We want discussion, and discussion we must have, 
if we would affect public opinion. The floor of Congress is a vast whispering- 
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gallery from which good as well as vile sentiments may be heard in the remotest 
corners of our land. Hence I am anxious that the subject of Peace should be 
discussed there. A discussion would, no doubt, call forth abundance of brutal, 
godless speeches; but they would not neutralize the noble logic and eloquence 
of such men as Sumner. Before we can influence our demagogues, we must 
influence public sentiment ; and be assured, our Cabinets and Congress will do 
right as soon as they believe they will get votes by so doing." 

Some Progress already made. — "We have no space now to illustrate this 
fact by quotations ; but wc may just say here, that the principle for which we 
plead, though not in the precise form we desired, has already been incorporated 
in four of our treaties — two with England and two with Mexico. Here is 
certainly a hopeful beginning, and such as ought to encourage a resolute con- 
tinuance of our efforts in full confidence of entire and triumphant success in 
due time. In a future number we may copy in detail the provisions just re- 
ferred to. 

Annual Remembrance of Peace. — December is the month for the annual 
efforts in behalf of our cause in the way of Preaching, Prayer and Contribu- 
tion. 

1 . Preaching. — The time proposed for this by our Society, and recommend- 
ed by many ecclesiastical bodies, is on or near the 25th of December, generally 
the most convenient Sabbath near Christmas. The events transpiring in the Old 
World, together with the various and vastly important questions they suggest, 
render preaching on the subject very appropriate just now ; nor do we see how 
any ambassador of the Prince of Peace, with an eye fully open to the signs of 
the times, can fail to present before his people some of its aspects and bearings. 

2. Prayer. — The Annual Concert of Prayer for universal Peace, should 
be held in near connexion with the preaching, and at a time like the present, 
ought by no means to be omitted, even if the pulpit should not speak. If 
Christians are ever to pray for Peace, is not this the time of all others ? Can 
they neglect it now, and be faithful to God, to his church, and the world ? 

3. Contribution. — After what we have said in preceding pages respecting 
bequests to this cause, we hardly need remind you here how large an increase 
of funds is imperatively demanded for the prosecution of our work, with the 
vigor, and to the extent requisite for full success. It has never had even a 
tithe of what it really needed ; and, if our funds were at once increased tenfold, 
we could forthwith use them all with a wise economy. : We could, if necessary 
or desirable, specify many operations for which we urgently need them now ; 
and we hope our friends in every place will, of their own accord, raise and send 
us as much as they can during this month. Let them all pray for peace, and be 
sure to have their alms accompany their prayers. 

Payments from Members. — Two dollars a year are required by our con- 
stitution for membership ; and as the payment of this sum is expected in De- 
cember, we hope our friends will duly remember it. A circular or bill is some- 
times sent — perhaps it ought to be always — to remind them of what is very 
liable, even with the best intentions, to be forgotten and neglected. 

Our Agents. — From those in New England, New York, Wisconsin, and 
other States, we have in the main encouraging reports, from which we designed, 
but have no space, to give here some extracts. We ought to have an average 
of one agent at least for every State in the Union. 

Foreign Operations. — Our co-workers in Europe are struggling under very 
unfavorable influences ; but they continue their work, in spite of them all, with 
a courage, a zeal and hopefulness worthy of high commendation. The time is 
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surely coming when, if they faint not, they will reap even on the lava soil now 
so hot beneath their feet 

Tribute to a venerable Friend of Peace. — At a special meeting of 
the Board of Trustees of the Rhode Island Peace Society, Nov. 14, 1854, the 
following resolutions were passed unanimously : 

As it has pleased God to remove by death our venerable President, John 
Howland, at the great age of ninety-seven years, therefore — 

Resolved, That we hereby place on record our grateful sense of his worth) 
and of his distinguished services to the cause of Peace, as well as many other 
social and moral enterprises. 

Resolved, That by his earnest efforts among the earliest supporters of this 
Society, at a time when the avowal of interest and faith in such a cause required 
more courage than now — by his uniform attendance upon the meetings and 
furtherance of the objects of the Society, even after the infirmities of extreme 
age made it difficult for him to act at all — and by the fidelity with which he 
filled the office of President for many years, being elected to that office to the 
time of his death — Mr. Howland has created a more than common title to the 
respect and gratitude of all friends of Peace. 

Resolved, That in the quiet influence of a life so protracted, and an example 
so consistent, we recognize the great goodness of God j and in the event of this 
removal, we acknowledge a call upon all of us for increased devotion to this and 
every good object 
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Greenfield, W. H. Sanborn, Jr. 2,00 

Others in smaller sums, 3,00 — 5,00 

Shelburne Falls, N. Lamson, 20,00 

J. S. Halligan, 2,00 

Others, 7.00-29.CO 

Cincinnatti, O., F. "V. Vail, 20,00 

Amesbury, Daniel Webster, 1,00 

For supply of Pulpit, 10,00-11,00 

ITxbridge, W. C. Capron, 3,00 

L. C. Boynton, 3.00 

Willard Judson, 2,00 

B. Bullard, 2,00 

W. Lackey, 2,00 

Calvin Tait, 2,00 

Others, 8,00-22,00 

Abington Centre, 3. Cleverly, 4,00 

Joshua Whitmarsh, 3,00 

Z. Torrey and Wife, 3,00 

Zadok Nash, 2,00 

William Ripley, 2,00 

Others, 6,75-20,75 

Abington, East, Harvey Torrey, 5,00 

Others, 8,50-13,50 

Abington, North, James Ford 2,00 

Others, 7,00—9,00 

South Wyemouth, N. Shaw, 5,00 

T. V. Shaw, 5,00 

Jacob L ud, 2,00 

Others, 5,00-17,00 

iV. Weymouth, E. Humphrey, 3,00 

Lemuel Humphrey, 2,00 

James Jones, 2,00 

E. Bates, 2,00 

James Torrey, 2,00 

Others, 5,50-16,50 
out Weymouth, Sundry persons, 3,00 
eym. Lnding, A. W. Hunt, 2,00 

Samuel Newcomb, 200 



Dr.Fifleld, 

Others, 
Lawrence, Isaac Hayden, 

Charles H. Bigelow, 

Wm. Thaxter, 

A. W. Pike, 

Charles K. Stevens, 

Others, 
Methuen, John Davis 

K. C. Gleason, 

J. F. Ingalls, 

Washington Merrill, 

Others, 
Georijetown, C. G. Tyler, 

George J. Tenney, 

Mary Nelson, 

Henry C. Chaplin, 

Others, 
Haverhill, 
Bradford, James Kimball, 

fa. C. Sawyer, 

Others, 
Stoneham, coll. at Con. Church, 4,00 

Individuals, 4,50—8,50 

So. Reading, Thomas Emerson, 10,00 

Others, 6,50- 16,50 

Exeter, N. H. Dr. Hurd, 5,00 

A Friend, 5 00 

J. G. Hoyt, 2,00 

Robert Shute, 2,00 

S. Oilman, 1,00-15,00 

Providence, R. I. Benj. White, 10,00 

Henry P. Knights, 5,00 

W.J. King, 5,00 

Arnold Congdon, 5,00 

A. C.Barstow, 6,00 

Josiah Chapin, 5,00 



2.50 

2.00-8,50 
3,00 
3,00 
2,00 
2,00 
2,00 

14,50-26,50 
2,00 
2,00 
2,00 
3,00 

7,75-16,75 
5,00 
3,00 
2,00 
2,00 

14,50-26,50 
4,00 
3,00 
3,00 
6,40-11,60 



